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The readings for the 4th Sunday in Easter Year B (Good Shepherd Sunday) demonstrate that Jesus Christ 

cares for us as a shepherd cares for his flock. Jesus explains that he is the good shepherd who knows his 

sheep and will do anything to save them. 

The 4th Sunday of Easter, also known as Good Shepherd Sunday, Year B, brings together themes that are 

central to understanding our relationship with Jesus and our identity as Christians. Here are the key themes 

based on the readings: 

• Jesus as the Good Shepherd: The Gospel clearly portrays Jesus as the Good Shepherd who 

lays down His life for His sheep, indicating His sacrificial love and commitment to us. 

 

• Salvation Through Jesus: Peter's speech in Acts underscores that salvation is exclusively found in    

Jesus Christ, emphasizing His role as the cornerstone of our faith. 

 

• Our Identity as Children of God: The letter from John reminds us that we are deeply loved 

children of God, an identity that the world might not recognize but is foundational to our 

Christian life. 

 

• The Universality of Christ’s Call: Jesus mentions He has other sheep not of this flock, highlighting 

the inclusive nature of His mission and the universal call to be part of one flock under one 

shepherd. 

 

• Voluntary Sacrifice and Authority of Christ: Jesus’ assertion that He lays down His life voluntarily 

and has the authority to take it up again speaks to His divine authority and the voluntary nature 

of His sacrifice for us. 

• The Role of Faith in Understanding Our Identity and Mission: The readings together invite us to 

reflect on how faith in Jesus as the Good Shepherd and cornerstone helps us understand our 

identity as God's children and our mission in the world.  

 

These themes invite us to reflect on the depth of Jesus' love and sacrifice, our identity as beloved 

children of God, and the call to unity and mission in the vast flock of Christ. 
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